‘separ: a
40 ft (12 m) from each other.
density would be about 50 to 150 trees
re (in  per ac (20 to 60 trees per ha).
osaic pattern with Canopy cover would be between 40 percent to
intensity wildfires 60 percent of the project area.
tive-cutting and . | rider fuelswould be removed.
+ Ground fuels would not exceed 4 tons per ac
(15 tha).
* The majority of trees to be removed would be
_ 9in. (22.4 cm) in diameter breast height (dbh)
i’ ;| or less.
+ Some trees 12 to 16 in. (29.5 to 40.6 cm) dbh
may be removed to achieve the desired

spacings.

» Fuel breaks would be developed in about &
200-ft (60-m) radius around buildings using a
tree spacing of about 20 ft (6 m).

«+ Diseased, infected, or weskened trees would be
preferentially removed  during  thinning

‘Unthinned Forest Service Land west of e

LANL (1000trees per acre)

Fuel break a TA-59, ESH-DO

Unthinned foresta TA 53

Damaged watershed above Los Alamos town site

io
Understory thinning removes
on, fallen trees and limbs, and low-

ving tree limbs that could act as so- called “ladder
uel” to carry a surface fire upward into the tree
crowns. Tree thinning removes select to
interrupt the conti of the forest
consequently, meﬁﬁal for a crown fil
Trees selected for thinning would be marked at
6 in. (15 cm) above the ground and on the side away
from trails or potential public viewing areas.
Remaining tree stumps would be 6 in. (15 cm) or less
tall. Large, fire-resistant species of trees, e.g.,
ponderosa pines, would be retained to increase the
fire resistance of the forest.

Low fuel load (4tons per acre) =Low i
groundfire.

es were mitigated in 1999 for wildfire prevention using the above mentioned parameters with the:

faci
following results:

WETF
pre-treatment wildfire rating “moderate”
post treatment wildfire rating “very low”

TA-54
pre treatment wildfire rating “moderate”
post treatment wildfire rating “low”

The Cerro Grande fire approached both facilities, and both facilities received no physical
direct result of tree thinning and surface fuel reduction. The fires remained on the ground
‘Alamos Fire Department was able to ct th . In additi he fire intensities experies

n those experienced by i e

.

in general, from th€erro Grand
National Forest.

Tota tre stand replacemes
Los Alamos, New Mexic

The Cerro Grande fire consumed about 42,869 a
‘Alamos County, Santa Clara Pueblo, San |ldefons
the evacuation of 25,000 residents of Los Alam
$1 billion dollars. Even though the Cerro Gi

and reducing fuels to prevent another cata




